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The accelerating global cli-
mate change observed du-
ring the last decades has 
been particularly significant 
in the Arctic, as the tempe-
rature has increased with 
twice the speed of the 
average global temperature 
increase. This trend is pre-
dicted to continue or even 
accelerate in the future and 
will put severe stress on the 
sensitive Arctic ecosystem. 
A scientific based under-
standing of the Arctic sy-
stem is critical for assessing 
the magnitude of the envi-
ronmental change and lo-
cally, regionally and globally 
consequences. 
 

 

 

VILLUM RESEARCH STATION (VRS) located at the 

military station, Station Nord, in North Greenland is a 
new established research and monitoring station in 
the High Arctic operated by Aarhus University. New 
state-of-the-art research and monitoring facilities at 
VRS will provide strategically important information 
for understanding effects of climate change, which 
earlier has been impossible to obtain. 
 

ACTIVITIES 
The location of VRS in the High Arctic and a unique 
and flexible combination of facilities enable a variety 
of advanced and novel research to be pursued within 
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FACILITIES 
VRS consists of a base station and two mobile sub-
units – an air and a mobile station: 

The BASE STATION contains three buildings – one 
with accommodation facilities for 14 scientists at the 
time and 4 well-equipped laboratories, one garage, 
and one atmospheric research building 2 km outside 
Station Nord with 3 rooms and inlets through the roof 
for measuring air components. 

The AIR STATION includes un-manned air vehicles 
(UAV) and ground based remote sensors for in-
vestigations of the vertical profiles of the atmosphere 
and observations of snow, sea-ice, landscape and 
vegetation.  

The MOBILE STATION consists of tents and vehicles 
for 15 persons, and instrumentations for studying 
processes in the terrestrial and marine biosphere, 
land areas, the sea, cryosphere and atmosphere at 
longer distances from the Base Station. 
 

ACCESS TO VRS 
Chartered flights between Longyearbyen, Svalbard, 
and Station Nord are arranged by Aarhus University. 
 

 

 

the oceansphere, cryo-
sphere,  geosphere, and 
atmosphere. This enab-
les interdisciplinary re-
search at VRS. 
First year of activities 
VRS had more than 100 
scientists staying for 
more than 1700 nights. 
Collaboration with inter-
national research centers 
has been established. 
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